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CHAPTER 710
MISCELLANEOUS PROPERTY PROVISIONS

710.01 Aliens may acquire lands. 710.07 Conveyances by life tenant.

710.02 Limitation on nonresident aliens and corporations. 710.10 Removal of possessor of property

710.03 Provision not retroactive. 710.11 Transfer of land where dam exists.

710.05 Adverse claim to account. 710.15 Manufactured and mobile home community regulations.

710.01 Aliens may acquire lands. Subject to the limita (4) REPORTINGREQUIREMENTS. (a) Any person filing a report
tionsof s.710.02an alien may acquire and hold lands or any righequiredunder7 USC 35010 3508shall file with the secretary of
theretoor interest therein by purchasivise or descent, and theagriculture trade and consumer protection a duplicate original of
alien may conveymortgage and devise the same; and if the ali¢ne report, together with both of the following:

shalldie intestatéhe same shall descend to the aliengirs; and 1. The tax parcel number or full legal description of the lands
in all cases such lands shall be held, conveyed, mortgaged@juired,owned or held.

devisedor shall descend in like manner anith like effect as if 2. If the interest in land is acquired, owned or held under an

suchalien were a native citizen of the state or of the United Stat@%eptionset forth in sub(2), a statemenwhich sets forth the spe
History: 1993 a. 486 cific exception and, if under sut2) (d), (e), (f) or(g), the timeta

Lo . . ble and plan for conversion ardkvelopment to a purpose per
710.02 Limitation on nonresident aliens and corpora - mitted ur?der sub(2) (d), (e), (f) or (q). P purp P

tions. (1) Limitation. The following persons may not acquire,
own or hold any interest, directly or indirectlxcept arnterest
usedto secure repayment of a debt incurred in good faith, in m
than640 acres of land in this state:

(a) Aliens not residents of a state of the United States.

(b) Thesecretary shall annually submit to the chief clerk of
ch house of the legislature, flistributionto the appropriate
standingcommittees under 4.3.172 (3) a report summarizing
informationreceived under paa).
. .. (5) DivesTiITurE. (a) Interests exceeding 640 acres acquired
(b) Corporations not created under the laws of the Unitgd hersons under sufl) shall be divested at the discretion of the
Statesor a state of the United States. _ _holderto comply with sub(1) within 4 years after:
(c) 1. Corporations, limited liability companies, partnerships 1 - acquiring the interest, if the interest is described under sub.
or associations having more than 20% of tistirck, securities or (2) (a) and the person is subject to s(b. (a)or (b).

otherindicia ofownership held or owned by persons under(par 2. Acquiring the interest or becoming subject to $ap(c)

or (b). whicheveris later if the i i
. . person is subject to su) (c).
2. Trusts having more than 20% of the value of their assets : . .

" (b) Land subject to divestiture under daj) may not be man
heldfor the benefit of persons und.er.p(a‘nr) or (b). agedto cause undue levels of soil erosion or to injure the long—
(2) ExcepTions. Except as provided in su®), sub.(1) does  rangeproductivity of the land. The attorney generey bring an

notapply to: N . . actionto enjoin these practices on the land.

(a) Subject to sul{5), any person acquiring an interest in land () ForreiTures. Interests in landin excess of 640 acres
by devise, inheritance or in the gofaith collection of debts by acquiredor held in violation of this section are forfeited to the
dueprocess of law state. The holder of the interest shall determine which lands are

(b) Citizens, foreign governments or subjects of a forg@A to be forfeited to comply with sulfl).
ernmentwhose rights to hold lger quantities of land are secured  (7) PenALTY FOR FAILURE To REPORT. Any person violating

by treaty sub.(4) (a)shall forfeit not less tha$500 nor more than $5,000.
(c) Railroad or pipeline corporations. (8) ENFORCEMENT. The attorney general shall enforce this sec
(d) An exploration mining lease as defined i187.001 (1) tion.

andland used for mining and associated activities. (9) AppLicaBiLITY. This section applies to interests in land

(e) Manufacturingactivities specified under division D of theacquiredafter July 1, 1982. Nuterest acquired before July 1,
standardindustrial classification manual published by the U.9.982,is subject to divestiture or forfeiture under this section.
printing office, 1972 and later editions. History: 1983 a. 3351987 a. 1861989 a. 311993 a. 12.

. i i P NOTE: 1983 Wis. Act 335 which repealed and ecreated this section, contains
(f) Mercantile activities specified under divisions C, EGE  , egisiative declaration” c?f intent inpsection 1.
H and | of the standard industrial classification manual publishedthe rationale of s. 710.02, 1973 stats., which limited nonresident alien ownership

by the U.S. printing dice, 1972 and later editions. of land, was premised upon potential detriment to the welfare of the community and
L f | . ducti  oil | héqasnot so arbitrary as tdeny equal protection. Lehndb@eneva, Inc. Warren,
(9) Leases for exploration or production of oil, gas, coal, shalgwis. 2d 369246 N.w2d 815(1976).

andrelated hydrocarbons, including by—productghe produe
tion, and land used in connection with the exploration or produt10.03 Provision not retroactive. The title to any lands
tion. conveyedbefore May 3, 1887, or any lands which nonresident
(3) Usk oF LAND RESTRICTED. Land in excess of 640 acresaliensmay hold under §.10.02conveyed since that date, shall not
acquiredby a person listed under siib) other than a person listedbe questioned nor in any mannegeafedby reason of the alienage
undersub.(2) (a) (b) or(c) for an activity listed undesub.(2) (d), of any person from or through whom such title may have been
(e), (f) or(g), maynot be used directly or indirectly by that persoderived.
for any activity not under sul2) (d), (e), (f) or(g). Pending the ] ) ]
conversionand developmerntf the land for a purpose permitted?10.05 Adverse claim to account. (1) In this section:
undersub.(2) (d), (e), (f) or(g), it may be used for agriculture or  (a) “Account” means credit o& depositor with a financial
forestrypurposes under a leaseatperson not subject to sib). institution,and includes a demand deposit or savings acooemt,
Products of the land may be sold by the lessdéeetowner of the tificate of deposit, share account, time deposit, open account and
land. othersimilar arrangements.
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(b) “Depositor” means a person who, by agreement with a (f) “Resident” means person who rents a mobile home or
financialinstitution or by written poweof attorneyhas the right manufacturechome site in a community from an operator and
to issue orders or instructions concerning an account. who occupies the mobile home or site as his or her residence.

(c) “Financial institution” means a statermtional bank, trust ~ (1m) REQUIREMENTAND TERM OF LEASE. Every agreement for
company,savings bank, building and loan association, savingse rental of a mobile home site or manufactured home site shall
andloan association or credit union doing business in this statee by lease. Every lease shall be for a term of at least one year

(2) Exceptas provided in cHl12or subchl of ch. 705 notice  unlessthe resident or occupant requests a shorter term and the
to a financial institution of a claim to all or part of an account bgperatoragrees to the shorter term.
any person other than a depositor of the account or the financial(2) RuLES INCLUDED IN LEASE. All community rules that sub
institution has no déct upon the rights and duties of the depositatantiallyaffect the rights or duties of residents or occupants or of
or financial institution with respect to the account, and notwitloperatorsjncluding community rules under sygm) (b) shall be
standingsuch notice or claim the financial institution maynor madea part of every lease between them.
theorders and instructions of its depositegarding the account  (2m) EMERGENCYSHELTERDISCLOSURE. (a) Every lease shall
without liability to the claimant until otherwise ordered by a coultatewhether the community contains an egeercy shelter

or admi_nistrative agency of appropriate jurisdiction. (b) If a communitycontainsan emegency shelter under par
History: 1977 c. 4301989 a. 331 (a), the community rules shall state the location of the geray

710.07 Conveyances by life tenant. A conveyancenade Shelterand procedures for its use.

by a tenanfor life or years purporting to grant a greater estate than (3) PROHIBITED CONSIDERATION OF AGE OF MOBILE HOME OR

thetenant possessed or colddfully convey shall not work a for MANUFACTURED HOME. (&) An operator may not deny a resident

feiture of the tenang estate, but shall pass to the grantee all thige opportunityto enter into or renewand may not include,

estatewhich such tenant could lawfully convey excludeor alterany terms of, a lease to continue to locate a mobile
History: 1993 a. 486 homeor manufactured home in the community solely or in any

parton the basis of the age of the moltitane or manufactured
710.10 Removal of possessor of property . Inthe follow  pgme.

ing cases any person who holds possession of propette rep

;%Sgegrt%?;\éem assigns of such person may be removed under 8pmangfactured home fromecammunity solely or in any part on
L the basis of the age of theobile home or manufactured home,

(1) A person holding in violatiomf s.704.17 (4) or of s.  yegardles®f whether the ownershigr occupancy of the mobile
704.19(8). o o home or manufactured home has changed or will change.

(2) Atenant at sdérance holding without permission. (4) PROHIBITED CONSIDERATION OF CHANGE IN OWNERSHIPOR

(3) A possessor of property which has been sold upon ferecicupancyoF MOBILE HOME ORMANUFACTURED HOME. An opera
sureof a mortgage if the possessorights were extinguished by tor may not require theemoval of a mobile home or manufactured
the foreclosure. homefrom a community solely or in any part because the owner

(4) A person who occupies or holds property under an agreip or occupancy of the mobile home or manufactured home has
mentwith the owner to occupy and cultivate it upon shares and ttieangedor will change. An operator may refuse to enter into an
time fixed in the agreement for such occupancy has expired. initial lease with a prospective resident or occupant foroamgr

History: 1971 c. 21; 1975 c. 1981979 c. 3%.92 (16) 1993 a. 486 lawful reason.

: 4m) NO INTEREST IN REAL ESTATE; SCREENING PERMITTED.

710.11 Transfer of land where dam exists. A person ma: ( ' . .

not accept the transfef the ownership of a specificppiece of |gnd\le|thersub.(3) (b) nor sub(4) creates or extends any interest in
gl estate or prohibits the lawful screening of prospeathsd

onwhich a dam is physically located unless the person complr
with s.31.14 (4) c?entsand occupants by an operator

(b) An operator may naoequire the removal of a mobile home

History: 1981 c. 246 (5m) TERMINATION OF TENANCY OR NONRENEWAL OF LEASE.
This section does not apply to cranberry damanpBs VDNR, 148 Ws. 2d 579 Notwithstandingss.704.17and704.19 the tenancy of a resident
436N.W.2d 297(1989). or occupant in a community may not be terminated, nor may the

renewalof the lease be denied by the community operataept
uponany of the following grounds:

(a) Failure to pay rent due, or failure to pay taxes or any other
argegduefor which the community owner or operator may be

710.15 Manufactured and mobile home community
regulations. (1) DerINITIONS. In this section:

(ad) “ Community” means a tract of land containing 3 or mor:
plots of ground upon which mobile homesmanufactured homes

arelocated in exchange for the payment of rent or any other ]Jéaeble. . . . . .
pursuanto a lease. (b) Disorderly conduct that results in a disruption to the rights

(ag) “Lease” means a written agreement between an opera%lothers to the peaceful e_njo_yment and use of the premises.
anda resident establishing the terms upon wiiehmobile home ~ (€) Vandalism or commission of waste of the property
or manufactured home may be located in the community or the(d) A breach of any term of the lease.
residentmay occupy a mobile home or manufactured home in the (e) Violation of community rules that endangers the health or

community. safetyof others or disrupts the right to the peaceful enjoyraedt
(am) “Manufactured homehas the meaning given in1$1.91 useof the premises by others, after written noticecease the
(2). violation has been delivered to the resident or occupant.

(b) “Mobile home”has the meaning given underl91.91 (em) Violation of federalstate or local laws, rules or ordi
(10), but does not include a recreatiomehicle, as defined in s. nancesrelating to mobile homes or manufactured homes after
340.01(48r). written notice to cease théolation has been delivered to the resi

(c) “Occupant” means a person who rents a mobile homedgntor occupant.
manufacturechome in a community from an operator or who (f) The community owneor operator seeks to retire the com
occupiesamobile home or manufactured home located on a platunity permanently from the rental housing market.
of ground that is rented in a community from an operator (9) The community owner or operator is required to discon

(d) “Operator’'means a person engaged in the business ef reiiiue use of theommunity for the purpose rented as a result of
ing plots of ground or mobile homes or manufacturethes in a actiontaken against the community owner or operator by local or
community to mobile home or manufactured home owners atatebuilding or health authoritieend it is necessary for the prem
occupants. isesto be vacated to satisfy the relief sought by the action.
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(h) The physical condition dhe mobile home or manufac s.704.17 (1) (a)(2) (a)and(3) apply to a termination of tenancy
turedhome presents a threat to the health or safety of its occupamtdersub.(5m) (a)and the notice requirements of7§4.17 (1)
or others in the community dvy its physical appearance, disruptgb), (2) (b) and(3) apply to a termination of tenancy under sub.
theright to the enjoyment and use of the community by otherg5m) (b) to (k).

(i) Refusal to sign a lease. His@ory: 1985 a. 2351999 a. 15G.672 ZQO7 a. 1.
. . . . . L Claimsof improper termination of a mobile home tenancy are governed-exclu
() Material misrepresentation in the application for tenanc¥ively by s. 710.15 (5m). Where a government order requires a park owner to either
abandora failing septic system or replaitethe owner may elect to abandon the sys
(k) Other gOOd cause. temand terminate the tenancy of the attached mobile home under sub. (5m) (g) or (k).
(5r) NOTICEREQUIREMENTSAPPLY. The notice requirements of Logtermanv. Dawson 190 Ws. 2d 90526 N.W2d 768(Ct. App. 1994).
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